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Dear Bundesminister Dr Johannes Hahn, 
 
   The French physics community has learned with great surprise, shock and sorrow the proposition of 
the Austrian government to resign from CERN membership. Such a decision would be so detrimental 
to our Austrian colleagues and to our long time collaboration with them that we urge you to reconsider 
this unfortunate proposal. 
 
   Indeed, it is through our joint CERN membership that we have woven strong links between the 
French and Austrian HEP communities with common participation to a very large number of 
extremely successful projects, ALICE and CMS, two of the very large LHC experiments being the 
most recent and spectacular examples. It is really hard to understand why you would like to drop out 
of CERN at the very moment where the tremendous efforts of the Austrian and worldwide community 
are going to pay off with the huge discovery potential of the LHC project within reach. Austria is 
today a strong player in the European HEP landscape with great leaders such as C. Fabjan or F. Pauss, 
with worldwide recognized events such as the Vienna Conference on Instrumentation, with very solid 
contributions and participation to the LHC experiments.  Moreover, CERN is a place of excellence for 
the training of students who, later, will take high level positions in academics or in industry. All these 
assets would be irremediably damaged if you were to leave CERN.  
 
   We therefore hope that you will be able to reconsider this decision and we are looking forward to a 
continuing strong collaboration with our Austrian HEP colleagues 
 
Yours respectfully 
 
 
Gérard Sajot, LPSC Grenoble 
Chairman of the HEP division of the French Physical Society 
 
Letter signed by : 
Guy Wormser, LAL Orsay 
Mary K. Gaillard, University of California and Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory 
Sylvie Rosier Lees, LAPP Annecy 
Michel Davier, LAL Orsay 
Olivier Leroy, CPPM Marseille 
Sébastien Descotes-Genon, LPT, Orsay 
Vincent Tisserand, LAPP, Annecy 
Claude Vallée, CPPM Marseille 
Gilles Cohen-Tannoudji, LARSIM Saclay 



Alain Blondel, Université de Genève 
Jérôme Baudot, IPHC Strasbourg 
Nicolas Arnaud, LAL Orsay 
Lydia Iconomidou-Fayard, LAL Orsay 
Sotiris Loucatos, IRFU/SPP CEA-Saclay 
Marie-Anne Bizouard, LAL, Orsay 
Suzanne Gascon-Shotkin, IPN Lyon/Université Claude Bernard Lyon 
Elie Aslanides, CPPM Marseille 
Yannick Arnoud, LPSC Grenoble 
Louis Fayard, LAL Orsay 
Olivier Callot, LAL-Orsay 
Hagop Sazdjian, IPN-Orsay 
Bernard Haas, CENBG Bordeaux 
Philippe Rosnet, LPC-Clermont-Ferrand 
Marie-Noëlle Minard, LAPP Annecy 
Fairouz Malek, LPSC Grenoble 
Eric Nuss, LPTA Montpellier 
Sandrine Laplace, LAPP Annecy 
Jean-Francois Grivaz, LAL-Orsay 
Pierre Lutz, CEA-Irfu Saclay 
Bertrand Laforge, LPNHE Paris 
Claire Adam-Bourdarios, LAL-Orsay 
Ursula Bassler, IRFU CEA-Saclay 
Fabienne Ledroit, LPSC Grenoble 
Irena Nikolic, LPNHE Paris 
Dominique Curien, IPHC Strasbourg 
Jose Ocariz, LPNHE Paris 
Pierre Billoir, LPNHE Paris 
Yves Sirois, LLR Ecole Polytechnique 
Catherine Thibault, CSNSM Orsay 
Nicolas Roche, LPNHE Paris 
Pierre Fayet, LPTENS Paris 
Julien Cogan, CPPM Marseille 
Smain Kermiche, CPPM Marseille 
Alain Baldit, LPC Clermont 
Yves Sacquin, Irfu/SPP CEA-Saclay 
D.G. Mueller, IPN Orsay 
Didier Vilanova IRFU/SPP CEA-Saclay 
Guy Coignet, LAPP Annecy 
Jean-Francois Laporte, IRFU/SPP CEA-Saclay 
Henri Bachacou, CEA-Saclay 
Georges Vasseur, Irfu CEA-Saclay 
Sandrine Emery-Schrenk, IRFU CEA-Saclay 
Maxim Titov, IRFU/SPP CEA Saclay 
Bertrand Vallage, IRFU/SPP CEA Saclay 
Pierre Brun, IRFU/SPP CEA Saclay 
Luigi Mosca, IRFU/SPP CEA-Saclay 
Traudl Kozanecki, IRFU/SPP, CEA Saclay 
Emmanuel Monnier, CPPM CNRS Marseille 
Gabriel Chardin, CSNSM Orsay 
Isabelle Ripp-Baudot, IPHC Strasbourg 
Sophie Trincaz-Duvoid, LPNHE - UPMC Paris 
Emmanuel Moulin, IRFU CEA Saclay 
Daniel Treille-ETH Zurich 
Jacques Martino, SUBATECH Nantes 



Laurent Millischer, CEA Saclay 
Etienne Augé, IN2P3 
Jean Orloff, LPC Clermont 
Thierry Lasserre, CEA-Saclay 
Sabine Crépé, LPSC Grenoble 
Arthur Schaffer, LAL-Orsay 
Francois Gieres, IPNL Université Lyon 1 
Corinne Augier, IPNL Université Lyon 1 
Steve Muanza, CPPM-Marseille 
Daniel Denegri, IRFU CEA-Saclay 
Nazila Mahmoudi, LPC Clermont 
Jean-Paul Repellin, LAL Orsay 
Paul Baillon, CERN 
Nicolas Ruiz, CEA Saclay, UPMC Paris 
Bernard Ille, IPN Lyon 
Didier Contardo, IPN Lyon 
Maurice Kibler, IPN Lyon 
Eduardo de Rafael, CPT Marseille 
Arnaud Lucotte, LPSC Grenoble 
Luciano Moscoso, IRFU/SPP, CEA-Saclay 
Laurent Vacavant, CPPM Marseille 
Bijan Saghai, IRFU CEA-Saclay 
Fabrice Balli, IRFU/SPP CEA-Saclay 
DOUBRE Hubert, émérite Paris-XI 
Joerg Aichelin, SUBATECH Nantes 
Jean-Yves Hostachy, LPSC Grenoble 


